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Powering towards 2020! 
 

 

by Jim Pearson, Director 

As we enter the holiday season, and near the end of 2019, I am so happy to report that things at The Club 
are moving along wonderfully! For the first time since our inception, our membership numbers have 
grown to over 150. Also for the first time, approximately 25% of our current members are high school age. 
Our reach is growing, and so are the opportunities we are able to provide to our community’s youth.  We 
are constantly evaluating and adapting to the changing needs of our members. We are so tremendously 
thankful for the strong community support we continue to enjoy, and we are thrilled about the prospects 
for 2020. To everyone that has contributed their time and/or money to our cause, we extend our most 
sincere gratitude. Thanks to you, we can continue to provide valuable services and experiences to our 
young people. 

 
THIS QUARTER’S TOP STORIES 

 
THE CLUB’S MUSIC STUDIO TAKING FORM 
 
Thanks to a generous grant from the Columbia 
County Children’s Fund, we have been 
methodically creating a functioning music studio! 
Guitar, bass, and drums are in place, with more 
elements coming soon. Eventually, The Club will 
house a space in which our members can learn, 
practice,  jam, and even record their own music. 
So far, we’ve discovered a few very talented 
individuals among our members! 
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MAKING THE SWITCH TO SNACKS 

After a lengthy evaluation, we made the decision to alter our food 
service program. Previously, The Club would serve both an 
afternoon snack and a full, healthy supper at every after school 
session. What we discovered, though, was that an uncomfortable 
amount of food we served was going to waste. It is also quite 
expensive to run a food program of this nature. In an effort to 
increase participation, decrease food waste, and trim costs, The 
Club has switched to a snack-only food service model. So far, 
participation has been close to 100%, and food waste has been 
nearly eliminated. Measures are in place to ensure that those 
kids who need more food will have it made available to them. All 
in all, the transition has been a smooth and successful one. 

 
TEEN NIGHT @ THE CLUB 

In collaboration with Columbia County Public Health, 
The Club has begun hosting a biweekly Teen Night, 
which takes place after hours. The events have been 
organized by the Dayton High School ASB Leadership 
Council, and have so far featured a karaoke night and a 
table game night. Nearly 40 high schoolers have 
participated so far. Plans are in the works for many more 
fun and entertaining evenings. We intend to extend 
similar opportunities to middle schoolers in the very 
near future, as well. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

The Club has been so fortunate to have partnered with 
various agencies and organizations to provide meaningful 
activities for our members. Leslie Sweetwood from Columbia 
County Public Health comes weekly to lead activities on 
healthy eating habits. The US Forest Service has come twice 
to make presentations on wildland firefighting and forest 
management. We welcome such collaborations and will 
continue to work with groups in our area to engage our kids 
in fun and learning. 

 
“Alone, we can do so little; together, we can do so much” - Helen Keller 

 
From all of us at The Club, thank you for making our important work possible! 
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