Newsletter - September 2021

Those Who Have Hope Have Everything

by Jim Pearson, Executive Director
Greetings, Club Supporters! It has been too long since my last newsletter, but with the onset of the new
school year, it seems an appropriate time to provide an update on happenings at The Club. While the
normalcy we came to enjoy was brought to a screeching halt with the upheaval the COVID-19 pandemic
brought to all our lives, The Club’s staff has managed to push forward, against all odds, to continue our
mission to provide opportunities for the young people of the Touchet Valley. It has been uniquely
challenging, to say the least. Nevertheless, it is our firm belief that the work we do is more important now
than ever. Our young people and their families are facing unprecedented challenges. Routines,
gatherings, and “the way things were” seem a distant memory. However, The Club remains a beacon of
hope for the community, a safe place where kids can come to socialize, grow, and learn in an environment
that supports their unique needs. New challenges have yielded new thinking while simultaneously
reinforcing our long held belief that our future - our hope - lies in the hands of our youth. With the
deepest sincerity, thank you for continuing to support our mission and goals in this most critical time.

THIS QUARTER’S TOP STORIES

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM NOW ENROLLING
The Club’s flagship offering, After School @ The Club, is off to a
great start! If you have not yet enrolled your student, it is not too
late. New members are accepted throughout the school year.
After School @ The Club is open to anyone in grades K-5, and
the program fee is just $20 for the entire school year. The
program operates on school days until 6 PM, and includes fun
and engaging activities, healthy snacks, and more! Learn more
and enroll today at www.theclubdayton.org/applications.
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT LEADS TO SUCCESSFUL SUMMER PROGRAM
The Club’s 2021 Summer Program brought with it distinct challenges.
When called to action, numerous community organizations and
individuals stepped forward with financial, programming, and
operational support to make the program a success. Columbia County
WA Fund, Warren Community Action Fund, and Homestreet Bank
provided critical financial support that allowed us to keep the
program accessible to anyone who wanted to participate. Touchet
Valley Arts Council/Liberty Theater, Touchet Valley Golf Course,
YWCA of Walla Walla, Columbia County Public Health, Columbia County Emergency Management, and
the US Forest Service brought in educational and recreational activities for our kids to enjoy. Volunteers
Fred Crowe, Roz Edwards, Anne Strode, and Amy Kime graced us with wonderful opportunities to do
projects in clay pottery, theater, literacy, weaving, and more. Columbia County Health System provided
incredible food service, and Columbia County Public Transportation was so accommodating to our
transportation needs. It truly is amazing what can happen when a community comes together for its
young people!

RESILIENT STAFF DESERVE THE SPOTLIGHT
It cannot be overstated just how remarkable The Club staff have been in the face of the many obstacles
that have come our way of late. These young adults have demonstrated incredible resilience, dedication,
empathy, and care in helping facilitate The Club’s youth programs. While some have gone off to college or
are pursuing other opportunities, those who have departed, those who remain, and those who are new to
our staff have been instrumental in the success of The Club. All of them have had their own lives turned
upside down in many ways, but have been able to persevere through adversity and model precisely what
it means to come together for the greater good. It is with the utmost gratitude that The Club would like
to thank Kolbie Rodriguez, Rose Burris, Genesee Smith, Eve Talbott, Mackena Culley, Cassidey
Laughery, Jurnee Griffen, Marshall Nechodom, Brittany Suchodolski, Allicia Stapleton, Tayler Jones,
Jennifer Meyer, and Mohala Bramer for their immeasurable contributions to the progress of The Club
and embodiment of its founding principles.
STAND-UP FOR THE CLUB POSTPONED TO APRIL 2022
Save the date! Due to the recent surge in COVID-19 activity, The Club’s annual fundraiser, Stand-Up for
The Club, has been postponed until April 30, 2022. We have a wonderful evening planned, so stay tuned
for more details! We look forward to seeing you in the spring.

From all of us at The Club, thank you for making our important work possible!
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